INTRODUCTION*

alone would have told a very different
but they were awed into silence* How
should it have been otherwise ? Against the
Supreme and Ruling Authority, against the
Officers of Government, against the great
landed proprietors, against the powerful
body of the native officers of our Courts,
what could the ryots effect ?

One Chapter is purposely devoted to a de-
scription of the effects of the arrangement of
Government respecting the Land Settlement,
and the picture there given of the present si-
tuation of Bengal, is not exaggerated. From
whatever causes it may have proceeded, such
is at present the actual situation of things.
And yet such is the strong prejudice upon
the other side of the question, that one is
more likely to be condemned than applaud-
ed for telling the truth. This does not in-
timidate me: " Potestas modo veniendi in
" publicum sit, dicendi periculum non recuso"

It